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Ancestry Overview Introduction

* The breadth and scope of information relating to genealogy
and family history available in Ancestry is unmatched by any
other online resource.

* In order to appreciate the vast collection of records on
Ancestry, you're going to want to start with a general search
of their card catalog.

* As of August 10", 2026 there are over 33,000 datasets with
new datasets added every 3 or 4 days.

» Datasets available range from birth, marriage, death records
to passenger lists to city directories to authoritative census
records from the U.S. and foreign countries that several
Rhode Islanders claim ancestry from such as Canada, the
U.K,, Ireland, France, and Germany.
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How to Access

* Ancestry Library Edition may only be accessed “in-house” at the
Woonsocket Harris Public Library.

* While connected to the library’s internet network, open a web
browser to woonsocketlibrary.org

* Next, hover the mouse over Services in the top-center.
* Third, click on Research & Reference.

* Fourth, hover the mouse to the third database on the right-hand
side labelled Ancestry.com Database and click into it.
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Where to Begin

* Depending on the individual’s circumstance, you're going to
want to begin your family history journey with a paternal or
maternal side of your ancestry.

« My maternal family history is not ideal to research because of
my mom’s personal emigration to the U.S. in the early 1970s.

* On the other hand, my paternal family history dates as far back
to newly arriving in North America as far back as the 1600s.

« Before my father passed he had repeatedly mentioned how his
Anglo ancestry dated back to Colonial New England and 18"
century Nova Scotia.
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Lets Get Started

My father’s paternal family history is Search
the one that is going to generate the
most information.

() Don't miss out on making meaningful discoveries.

What | mean by this is that his father’'s T o
ancestors holding the Jordan surname bl B8
will produce documentation of a
Jordan living in New England, going ——

as far back as the early 1600s Sy
. Marriage & divorce

City, County, State, Country BHv

€3 Switch to Smart Search

% Jumpbackin View all

Death, burial, cemetery & obituaries

The new search feature on Ancestry is
rather user-friendly and we're going to TR

UK Census Collection

want to search All Collections. P — CaatinCons Gt

More,

Keyword

If your parent or %randparent have a it
common name, there are enough skt
filters, such as year of death, to o e
narrow it down to the correct search k e -
return.

Border crossings & passports

B
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Search Return

All results for Robert Chester Jordan

Your search / e+ Found in Ancestry trees
Father
el = Robert Chester Jordan
RoboITChootar @ ={2 1 Koobay-Shable-Cook Familys Mother
Birth
Jordan @
Born:1935
Death
Any: Providence, Rhode Isla...
Death:2003 Residence
Focus: All Collections ™.
Browse more like this >
Filters
1-20 of 271,870
> Census & voter lists 20,000+
> Birth, marriage & death 50,000+ A U.S.,, Social Security Applications and Claims Name
> Military 30,000+ Index, 1936-2007
> Immigration & emigration 2,305 Court, governmental & criminal records Birth
> Newspapers & periodicals 10,000+
> Pictures 215 Death
> Stories, memories & histories 3,133
> Maps, atlases & gazetteers 1 ) o
) ) ) A Web: Obituary Daily Times Index, 1995-2016 Name
> Directories & member lists 100,000+ . i i .
Death, burial, cemetery & obituaries Birth
> Court, land, wills & financial 4443 D
ea
> Dictionaries, encyclopedias & reference 24

> Family trees

James Chester Jordan
Pearl Rhoda Monk

2 Feb 1935 Providence, Rhode
Island, USA

12 Oct 2003 Providence, Rhode
Island, USA

1950 Cranston, Providence,
Rhode Island, USA

O Browse by collection ‘ £33 Switch to Smart Sea

Robert Chester Jordan
[Robert C Jordan]

2 Feb 1935 Providence, Rhode
Island

12 Oct 2003

Robert C Jordan
Abt 1935

Abt 2003 Providence, Rhode
Island

*
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Grandfather or Grandmother

« Upon obtaining information of Grandfather and Grandmother,
you have to make a decision on which lineage you would like to
explore first.

* In my case it was easy to go with the Grandfather because of
childhood stories from my father telling me that his father’s
ancestry may be traced back to early 1600’'s New England.

 There could be other James Chester Jordans out there, but
unlikely for there to be another James Chester Jordan who lived
In Rhode Island and was also married to a Pearl Monk.

*
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Search the Grandfather

* Now you have two options
from here forward.

* Option 1 you may plug in the
information about the
grandfather from the Search
All Collections.

* Option 2 you may plug in the
information on Story Scout.

ancestry

Home Trees Search Memories DNA

Search

£33 Switch to Smart Search

X
(» Don't miss out on making meaningful discoveries.
Ancestry works better when you have a family tree. Even a small tree can help.
StartaTree >
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
James Chester Jordan
Exact... Exact...
Place your ancestor might have lived Birth Year
City, County, State, Country v
@ Show fewer options A Match all terms exactly
Add event: Birth Marriage Death LivedIn AnyEvent Arrival Departure Military
Add family member: Father Mother Sibling Spouse Child
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
Spouse Pearl Monk X
Exact Exact

Keyword

@D v o

Jump back in

Guatemala, Civil Registration, 1877-1980

View all

Worcestershire, England, Church of England

Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812

Explore by collection

Birth, marriage & death
Birth, baptism & christening

Marriage & divorce

Death, burial, cemetery & obituaries

Census & voter lists

U.S. Federal Census Collection
UK Census Collection
Canadian Census Collection

More...

Immigration & travel
Passenger lists

Citizenship & naturalization records

Border crossings & passports

More...

View All
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Story Scout

ancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA

Family history search.
Simplified
StoryScout® can bring the fascinating details of your ancestors' lives

directly to you, and put you on a path to start making your own family
history discoveries.

-

v 1ot i S G v wod s

Janet Sterling

@D v o

Tell us about a grandparent and
we'll find your ancestors in your
family tree.

€  Grandfather O ‘ Grandmother
a

Grandparent's First name Grandparent's Last name

James Jordan

Any place where he lived

Cranston, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

Find your stories

How does this work?
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Story Scout Usually Brings Up Some Jaw
Dropping Information

eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee —_— %o
StoryScout®

* |In my case, it has brought up
a 9" Great Grandfather, John
Alden, who was a crew e e
member on the Mayflower. o ekl emmtaddieds

* | have done previous Story T i, =l
Scout searches with my i :
grandfather James Jordan
that elaborated on how the
infamous General Benedict
Arnold is tied to my bloodline.

#
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Now we can Start Digging Deep

Now, we're getting some crucial
information that can send you far
back in American History.

My Great-Grandfather James
Everett Jordan was born in 1863 in
Scituate, Rhode Island.

Here you can take notice that he
was born during the U.S. Civil War
and was thus ineligible to serve.

On the other hand, my grandfather
was just barely old enough to
serve in World War | and his draft
card is in the Ancestry system.

James Everett Jordan
1863 - August 13,1927

gm.
g83
T T E

g
38§

Born Scituate, Providence, Rhode

Died Providence, Providence, Rhode

idence Providence, Providence, Rhode

idence Cranston, Providence, Rhode
Island, USA

James Edward Jordan
February 18, 1947 - January 23,

lother
Father

@D - o

Is your grandfather on this list?

Top matches for James Jordan in Cranston, Providence, Rhode Island, USA

James Chester Jordan :
April 2,1900 - November 19, James Frederick Jordan

1986 ‘ May 11,1848 - June 1,1929

ouse Pearl Rhoda Monk Spouse Delotia Aimeda Taft
ther Laura Estella Webb Mother  Zerviah Williams
ather James Everett Jordan Father Matthew Jordan
Born Cranston, Providence County, Born Providence, Providence, Rhode¢
Rhode Island, United States of Island, USA
America

Died Providence, Providence, Rhodt

Died Rhode Island Island, USA

James Jordan
November 11,1923 - August §
1981

James Henry Jordan

1890 - March 29, 1943 l

Alice Cooney Spouse Mary A. Jordan

ther Marie Marcelline Georgianna Mother Mariana Jesus

*
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Keep Digging

* We have some good
momentum here so we have

James Everett Jordan

.....

to keep digging.
 Let us plug in James Everett
Jordan into the search and = e | g =
see what information pops up. | L
 From here we learn that . S
James Everett Jordan was e
married at the age of 23 and
his father was a Henry M. - e
Jordan and mother Mary
Jordan
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Let us Keep Following the Paternal
Ancestry

* Here we learn that Henry M.
Jordan was in the 1880 U.S.
Federal Census.

 He was 50 years old at the = =
time of the Census and was

L ]
Name ~ HenyM . Jordan ’
I I I a rrl e O a a r O r a n 1870 United States Federal Census
L] = HenryMJordan
Age 50
Birth Date Abt 1830
* He worked as a stonemason
Bithplace  ~ Rhodelsland ~ HenryMJordan
n
and had 6 Chlld ren' 3 Sons Home in 1880 Providence, Providence , Rhode Island, ,USA
[] Registrations and
Street ~~ MontonAvenue ~ Records,
Henry Martin Jordan
a n a u g e rS » House Number 0 (© Seen3 months ago
Dwelling Number 290
US,Fi rave® In 00s-Current
White [an

—_—
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A Road Block

« Everything was going smoothly until we hit a slight roadblock.

* After plugging in Henry’s information that he was born in 1830
and died in 1910, while living in Rhode Island, we get a limited

return on information.

 We do learn that his middle name is Martin and that he was
born in Coventry, Rhode Island.

« Unfortunately, Ancestry does not give us his father’'s name; we
only receive his mother's name (Mary) and now have to follow

Mary's heritage.
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Maine Connection Finally Established
(Example)

« Unfortunately, Mary Jordan is e " o
a very common name. % ey Aoen
 Fortunately, we can limit the o
true candidates of a proper e
child-rearing age. |
* Furthermore, we may limit our — e e
returns because of the crucial S —
middle initial A. that has been I
provided.
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Lydia Jordan, Cape Elizabeth Maine
(Example)

o T h e O n Iy r’e a S O n a b Iy a g e d Ly d i a Lydia Jordan in Maine, U, Birth Records, 1715-1922

Jordan to be able to have a
child in 1811. g

* In addition to being born in
Maine, Lydia’s birth record
shows her birth year at 1786.

* This means that she’'d have 0
been at the prime age of 25 to
have given birth to Mary A.
Jordan.

* Lydia is the first post-Colonial
born Jordan as the
Revolutionary War ended in
1783.
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Solomon Jordan, Maine, Colonial
America (Example)

« Born a year before (1755) the
Seven Years War broke out
between Britain and France.

 Born in South Portland, Maine
to a Richard Jordan and
Elizabeth Smith.

e Served as a soldier in the war
of the Revolution.

e Survived the Revolution as
his tombstone reflects his
death in April 15, 1819.

Maine, USA

UUUUUUU

ooooooooooooooo

Saved by (10 of 31)
¢0-09-00
BR
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Richard Jordan, Cape Elizabeth, Maine

» Richard Jordan born in e
Colonial America in 1715. - = |  RichardJordan

« Worked as a farmer. [ ——

 Married twice and had three —=
children with first wife and (e
three with second wife, N
including Solomon.

Save tis resord?
« Son to Robert Jordan.

*
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Dig Deeper with Print Resources

« Jordan Family Records Book that sheds light on Solomon’s
service in the Revolution.

* Also reveals information relating to Richard Jordan’s father,
Robert Jordan, who was born in 1685 on Richmond’s Island,
Maine.

* Fortunate enough to be able to acquire this resource through
Amazon. Realistically, persons who manage to trace their
heritage to Colonial America may have to utilize print resources
from a library’s special collections located in the locality whe
the ancestors lived.

*
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Robert Jordan, Richmond Island, Maine
(Example)

* Born in 1685, died in 1750 at age 65.

* Married in 1710 and had four children, all boys.

* Worked as a tallor.

* Inherited from father John, 300 acres on Cape Elizabeth.
« Son of John and Elizabeth (Styleman).

* Again, fortunate to locate additional area history book relating to
where the Jordans settled in Maine.
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John Jordan, baptized 1650, Spurwink,
ME (Example)

e John is the eldest son of the Reverend Robert Jordan and his
wife Sarah (Winter) Jordan.

» Appointed Judge for the county of Cornwall at Pemaquid by
etter from Governor Edmund Andros, September 15, 1680.
* Received deed conveying to him the whole of Richmond’s
sland.

* Married Elizabeth Styleman in 1677 or 1678 and had four
children with her. Three boys and one qirl.
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Reverend Robert Jordan (Example yogsosc

HARRIS PUBLIC
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* Born in England at about 1612.

« Educated at Oxford as an Anglican clergyman.

* Left England during brutal Civil Wars of the 1640s.

 Settled in Richmond’s Island and married Sarah Winter in 1645.
« Had 6 children, all boys.

 Oldest son John born in 1650 and part of my ancestral
bloodline.

 His father Edward Jordan born in Worcestershire, England.



Edward Jordan (Example) ——
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Paul Hartley Jordan

in the 16" t .
[ ] y Paul Geisel Jordan
t rS h I re I n I a n d Edward Jordan, D. Med. Padua, grad. Oxford, fellow College of Physi-
, L} cians, 1597, died at Bath (near Worcester), England, Jan. 7, 1632, aged 63.

Robert Jordan, probably the son of Edward, a resident of Worcester,
England, matriculated at Balloil College, Oxford. He came from England to
Maine cir. 1639 and died at Portsmouth, N.H. in 1679. Married Sarah, daugh-

[ ]
7 1 6 3 2 I n ter of John Winters. From him, in direct line, we have the following.
e Ce a S e a n u a ry , Dominicus Jordan, died 1703; married Hannah, daughter of Ralph Tris-
tram. Killed by Indians; his wife and six children into captivity in Canada.
Dominicus Jordan (1683-1749), married Joanna Deering.
at h E n g I a n Lt. Col. Nathaniel Jordan, born 1718, married 1740, Hannah Woodbury.
, " Israel Jordan, born Falmouth, Maine, 1745, died 1792; married 1766,

Susanna Jordan (1747-1800), daughter of Israel and Joanna (Thorndike) Jordan.
Robert Jordan, born 1773, died Seneca Co., Ohio, 1832; married 1800,

[ ] L] n
Hannah Keating (1781-1854),
X O r ra I I I e L ] Thomas Jefferson Jordan, born 1819, died Henry Co., Illinois 1884; mar-

ried Susan N. Applebee (1828-1913).

Gilbert A. Jordan, born 1846, died Montana 1930; married 1868, Annabel
Couch.

n
, Lorin Couch Jordan, born 1869, died Portland, Oregon, 1918; married
e re 1903, Martha Ferguson Hartley (1876-1924). (Smithson-Glenn-Knapp-Benedict-
, Budd-Gregory-Horton lines).
Paul Hartley Jordan, born Iowa, Dec, 17, 1903, married: (1) Ann Smal-
ley, daughter of Harvey Smalley and Mabel Kimbell. Issue: Lorin Smalley
S e n S e W Jordan, born Minn., March 4, 1945, doctoral candidate in Psych. U. of Minn.
Married (2) July 12, 1947, Va. Geisel, psychiatric social worker, born Hawar-
den, Towa, Jan. 9, 1909, daughter of George Geisel and Madge Violet Davis,

n
daughter of Flavius V. Davis (of long Quaker ancestry, including Scarborough-
rrl e r Haworth-Vestal -Chamness -Cole-Moffett lines) and Sarah Elizabeth Dunham;
the latter a descendant of Hon. and Deacon John Dunham (1588/89-1668) of

Plymouth (of Royal Descent). Issue: Paul Geisel Jordan, born Chicago, April
25, 1949. Completing work at Shimer College. The Geisels also had: Carolyn

L]
Noreen Geisel, artist, who married Jesse Kennedy, political scientist, has son
I l l Geoffrey Garth, born 12-21-39, doctoral candidate in social work, Columbia U,
Married Patricia Frank, has two daughters, Misty and Christine.
Paul H. Jordan, M.D. from U. of Iowa, psychiatrist, Who’s Who in Am’n.

g e n e a I O g i C a I re S e a rC h i n th e Mo, Mrm, Jordan's etiritien ba listezt: lm Who's Who of American Women,
United Kingdom.




Useful Datasets on Ancestry for Inquiries

« U.S. Census Collection - every 10 years from 1950 to 1790.

« Canadian Census Collection — dating as far back as 1770 to
1931.

* Rhode Island, U.S. Birth Registrations 1846-1921.
* Rhode Island, U.S. Marriage Registrations 1853-1922.

* Rhode Island, U.S. Death Registrations and Records 1852-
1946.

* Rhode Island, U.S. Revolutionary War Collection 1775-18:
* New York, U.S. Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists 1820-1w=———
* U.S. Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1960. ﬁ%ﬁf{ﬁ%




Some Resources to Consider while
Researching your Family History

» City Directories tied to where your ancestor resided. These
may be found in the Local History Room/Section of a public
library.

* Highschool yearbooks. Similar to City Directories, these may
be found in the Local History Room/Section of a public library.

 Local newspapers. Our library has an extensive collection of
Woonsocket newspapers dating back to the late 1800s.

« Hand-Copied books or microfilm containing birth, marriage, or
death records. Also may be found in public libraries.

« Tax Valuations. To identify residents and landowners of the
17%, 18", and 19" century. State libraries will hold this
resource. WOONSOCKET
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