
For those interested in the stories
of their families’ past and helping
one better understand how those
stories have shaped and influenced
the current circumstances he or
she faces in our present times.

A Brief Introductory Information
Session



Ancestry Overview Introduction
• The breadth and scope of information relating to genealogy

and family history available in Ancestry is unmatched by any
other online resource.

• In order to appreciate the vast collection of records on
Ancestry, you’re going to want to start with a general search
of their card catalog.

• As of August 10th, 2026 there are over 33,000 datasets with
new datasets added every 3 or 4 days.

• Datasets available range from birth, marriage, death records
to passenger lists to city directories to authoritative census
records from the U.S. and foreign countries that several
Rhode Islanders claim ancestry from such as Canada, the
U.K., Ireland, France, and Germany.



How to Access
• Ancestry Library Edition may only be accessed “in-house” at the

Woonsocket Harris Public Library.
• While connected to the library’s internet network, open a web

browser to woonsocketlibrary.org
• Next, hover the mouse over Services in the top-center.
• Third, click on Research & Reference.
• Fourth, hover the mouse to the third database on the right-hand

side labelled Ancestry.com Database and click into it.



Where to Begin
• Depending on the individual’s circumstance, you’re going to

want to begin your family history journey with a paternal or
maternal side of your ancestry.

• My maternal family history is not ideal to research because of
my mom’s personal emigration to the U.S. in the early 1970s.

• On the other hand, my paternal family history dates as far back
to newly arriving in North America as far back as the 1600s.

• Before my father passed he had repeatedly mentioned how his
Anglo ancestry dated back to Colonial New England and 18th

century Nova Scotia.



Lets Get Started
• My father’s paternal family history is

the one that is going to generate the
most information.

• What I mean by this is that his father’s
ancestors holding the Jordan surname
will produce documentation of a
Jordan living in New England, going
as far back as the early 1600s.

• The new search feature on Ancestry is
rather user-friendly and we’re going to
want to search All Collections.

• If your parent or grandparent have a
common name, there are enough
filters, such as year of death, to
narrow it down to the correct search
return.



Search Return



Grandfather or Grandmother
• Upon obtaining information of Grandfather and Grandmother,

you have to make a decision on which lineage you would like to
explore first.

• In my case it was easy to go with the Grandfather because of
childhood stories from my father telling me that his father’s
ancestry may be traced back to early 1600’s New England.

• There could be other James Chester Jordans out there, but
unlikely for there to be another James Chester Jordan who lived
in Rhode Island and was also married to a Pearl Monk.



Search the Grandfather
• Now you have two options

from here forward.
• Option 1 you may plug in the

information about the
grandfather from the Search
All Collections.

• Option 2 you may plug in the
information on Story Scout.



Story Scout



Story Scout Usually Brings Up Some Jaw
Dropping Information

• In my case, it has brought up
a 9th Great Grandfather, John
Alden, who was a crew
member on the Mayflower.

• I have done previous Story
Scout searches with my
grandfather James Jordan
that elaborated on how the
infamous General Benedict
Arnold is tied to my bloodline.



Now we can Start Digging Deep
• Now, we’re getting some crucial

information that can send you far
back in American History.

• My Great-Grandfather James
Everett Jordan was born in 1863 in
Scituate, Rhode Island.

• Here you can take notice that he
was born during the U.S. Civil War
and was thus ineligible to serve.

• On the other hand, my grandfather
was just barely old enough to
serve in World War I and his draft
card is in the Ancestry system.



Keep Digging
• We have some good

momentum here so we have
to keep digging.

• Let us plug in James Everett
Jordan into the search and
see what information pops up.

• From here we learn that
James Everett Jordan was
married at the age of 23 and
his father was a Henry M.
Jordan and mother Mary
Jordan



Let us Keep Following the Paternal
Ancestry

• Here we learn that Henry M.
Jordan was in the 1880 U.S.
Federal Census.

• He was 50 years old at the
time of the Census and was
married to a Mary A. Jordan.

• He worked as a stonemason
and had 6 children: 3 sons
and 3 daughters.



A Road Block
• Everything was going smoothly until we hit a slight roadblock.
• After plugging in Henry’s information that he was born in 1830

and died in 1910, while living in Rhode Island, we get a limited
return on information.

• We do learn that his middle name is Martin and that he was
born in Coventry, Rhode Island.

• Unfortunately, Ancestry does not give us his father’s name; we
only receive his mother’s name (Mary) and now have to follow
Mary’s heritage.



Maine Connection Finally Established
(Example)

• Unfortunately, Mary Jordan is
a very common name.

• Fortunately, we can limit the
true candidates of a proper
child-rearing age.

• Furthermore, we may limit our
returns because of the crucial
middle initial A. that has been
provided.



Lydia Jordan, Cape Elizabeth Maine
(Example)

• The only reasonably aged Lydia
Jordan to be able to have a
child in 1811.

• In addition to being born in
Maine, Lydia’s birth record
shows her birth year at 1786.

• This means that she’d have
been at the prime age of 25 to
have given birth to Mary A.
Jordan.

• Lydia is the first post-Colonial
born Jordan as the
Revolutionary War ended in
1783.



Solomon Jordan, Maine, Colonial
America (Example)

• Born a year before (1755) the
Seven Years War broke out
between Britain and France.

• Born in South Portland, Maine
to a Richard Jordan and
Elizabeth Smith.

• Served as a soldier in the war
of the Revolution.

• Survived the Revolution as
his tombstone reflects his
death in April 15, 1819.



Richard Jordan, Cape Elizabeth, Maine
(Example)

• Richard Jordan born in
Colonial America in 1715.

• Worked as a farmer.
• Married twice and had three

children with first wife and
three with second wife,
including Solomon.

• Son to Robert Jordan.



Dig Deeper with Print Resources
• Jordan Family Records Book that sheds light on Solomon’s

service in the Revolution.
• Also reveals information relating to Richard Jordan’s father,

Robert Jordan, who was born in 1685 on Richmond’s Island,
Maine.

• Fortunate enough to be able to acquire this resource through
Amazon. Realistically, persons who manage to trace their
heritage to Colonial America may have to utilize print resources
from a library’s special collections located in the locality where
the ancestors lived.



Robert Jordan, Richmond Island, Maine
(Example)

• Born in 1685, died in 1750 at age 65.
• Married in 1710 and had four children, all boys.
• Worked as a tailor.
• Inherited from father John, 300 acres on Cape Elizabeth.
• Son of John and Elizabeth (Styleman).
• Again, fortunate to locate additional area history book relating to

where the Jordans settled in Maine.



John Jordan, baptized 1650, Spurwink,
ME (Example)

• John is the eldest son of the Reverend Robert Jordan and his
wife Sarah (Winter) Jordan.

• Appointed Judge for the county of Cornwall at Pemaquid by
letter from Governor Edmund Andros, September 15, 1680.

• Received deed conveying to him the whole of Richmond’s
Island.

• Married Elizabeth Styleman in 1677 or 1678 and had four
children with her. Three boys and one girl.



Reverend Robert Jordan (Example)
• Born in England at about 1612.
• Educated at Oxford as an Anglican clergyman.
• Left England during brutal Civil Wars of the 1640s.
• Settled in Richmond’s Island and married Sarah Winter in 1645.
• Had 6 children, all boys.
• Oldest son John born in 1650 and part of my ancestral

bloodline.
• His father Edward Jordan born in Worcestershire, England.



Edward Jordan (Example)
• Born in the 16th century in

Worcestershire, England.
• Deceased January 7, 1632 in

Bath, England.
• Oxford trained Physician.
• Here, I’m fortunate in the

sense that I would not
encounter a language barrier
if I pursued further
genealogical research in the
United Kingdom.



Useful Datasets on Ancestry for Inquiries
• U.S. Census Collection - every 10 years from 1950 to 1790.
• Canadian Census Collection – dating as far back as 1770 to

1931.
• Rhode Island, U.S. Birth Registrations 1846-1921.
• Rhode Island, U.S. Marriage Registrations 1853-1922.
• Rhode Island, U.S. Death Registrations and Records 1852-

1946.
• Rhode Island, U.S. Revolutionary War Collection 1775-1823.
• New York, U.S. Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists 1820-1957.
• U.S. Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1960.



Some Resources to Consider while
Researching your Family History

• City Directories tied to where your ancestor resided. These
may be found in the Local History Room/Section of a public
library.

• Highschool yearbooks. Similar to City Directories, these may
be found in the Local History Room/Section of a public library.

• Local newspapers. Our library has an extensive collection of
Woonsocket newspapers dating back to the late 1800s.

• Hand-Copied books or microfilm containing birth, marriage, or
death records. Also may be found in public libraries.

• Tax Valuations. To identify residents and landowners of the
17th, 18th, and 19th century. State libraries will hold this
resource.
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